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Calendar 

November 

17th  

29th 1st Sunday in Advent 

30th Kindergarten Advent 
Garden  

December 

16th, end of term, School festival 

21st Winter Solstice 

25th Christmas Day 

January 

6th Start of Term, Epiphany 

25th Burn’s Night 

___________________________ 

All newsletters will be 
circulated via reception, on 
the school mailing list. 
 
If you have a contribution 
please send to: 
weekly.update.drumduan@g
mail.com 
 
by Thursday 6pm please

16th of November, 2020

Next Week 

We will feature the 
work of the PTFA, what 
this group does, who 
they are and how we 

can each be involved… November Song 

Golden light is turning grey, 

Mists begin to rule the day 

Bare the trees their branches lift, 

Clouds of leaves they earthward drift. 

Deep below, deep below, new life will spring 

by Elizabeth Lebret

Class 1 exuberantly exploring the joys of November!

mailto:weekly.update.drumduan@gmail.com
mailto:weekly.update.drumduan@gmail.com
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Trustee update. 
   Who's who and what they do!  

Nicola Newton- chair of trustees 
                  Member of bursary group 
                  Day to day issues  
                  School tours  
                  Staffing and pupil issues  
Gillian Barrett- trustee  
                  Outside agencies 
                  Liase with Ekopia  
                  Covid and other funding  
                  Financial overview  
Berent Korfker- trustee 
                  Member of bursary group 
                  Early years  
                  Publicity  
                  Finances  
Jim Hall- trustee  
                  Member of bursary group 
                  Website  
                  Finances  
Rosie Tait- trustee  
                  Publicity  
                  Social media  

Cecile and Galen have now stepped back from trusteeship due to personal work 
loads. We would like to express how greatly indebted we are for their invaluable 
support and input over the last year. 

The minimum number of trustees required by the constitution is 5, so we are 
actively on the look out for new members. At present we meet fortnightly on a 
Thursday evening via zoom. If you feel you can offer yourself or put someone 
else forward please let us know via the e-mail address below.  
       trustees@drumduan.org 
Please use the above address if there is any other matter you wish to bring to our 
attention. 

Lastly, we are planning the long overdue AGM. It will of necessity have to be via 
zoom at this point which will entail some extra preparation. We are aiming for the 
end of January 2021. Keep a look out for more information which we will be 
sending out soon.  
     Good wishes. Nicola. 

                   

mailto:trustees@drumduan.org
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From The Classrooms: Primrose Kindergarten  
(delayed article - so much is happening at school and the newsletter is playing catch-up!) 

 Over the last weeks the children in Primrose kindergarten began to step bravely over the 
golden threshold into a new  world of kindergarten. These first steps towards the wider 
world are significant for both the children and the parents supporting this transition. 
When the leaves begin to turn golden and red so the children begin to explore the 
magical work of imaginative play , as they begin to navigate the social realm so linzi and 
have been threshing, milling , churning butter and baking bread to nourish  and inspire 
the children as they play.  

In kindergarten the children are gently held by the rhythm of the morning , and as this 
rhythm flows so the children learn the many fundamental skills needed for them to grow 
into well balanced, nourished individuals.  

In primrose kindergarten  we begin to light the magical spark of wonder and reverence, 
through puppet plays , songs , finger games  and just that moment of listening for the 
golden drop of silence as the candle is lit at snack time . 
As the days grow darker  so the youngest children in our school are bravely settling into 
their kindergarten class , with hearts filled with wonder and delight for what each day 
might bring . 
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There are many resources where you can find out more about this special subject including the 
following article: 

https://www.waldorflibrary.org/images/stories/articles/formdrawing.pdf

From The Classrooms: 

Class One have had a week of 
nature walks, large scale leaf 
runnings, pebble & twig mandalas 
and a leaf strewn walk with Mike to 
Nelson's Tower as we all take a well 
earned rest after four weeks of 
letters and prepare for our fi rst 
numbers block. We have also 
started baking but if we told you 
what we made then we'd have 
nothing to show or tell you next 
week so we'll wait until then... 

https://www.waldorflibrary.org/images/stories/articles/formdrawing.pdf
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From The Classrooms: 

 Class 6/7 are now in the middle of their second block of their Astronomy 
main lesson. They have been enjoying painting and competing diagrams of 
the signs of the zodiac. Each sign was introduced with the Greek Myth 
which inspired the names and images.  
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The following week Class 6&7 had a 
fantastic time last Friday on their class trip. 
They spent the morning zip lining near 
Aviemore and enjoyed their afternoon 
having a BBQ in the woods. What a 
wonderful day! 
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Meet The teachers is an opportunity to get to 
know a bit more about the wonderful people who 
inspire our children every day. All those in roles at 
school are essentially teaching, so we will meet 

members of staff from all areas of the school… 
Meet the Teachers:  
Mike Smith 

I recently had the pleasure of sharing a cup of 
tea with Mike Smith, Drumduan’s  Bothmer 
Gym, green woodwork teacher and Upper 
School Class Guardian. Mike has been 
teaching at Drumduan School, and in her 
former incarnation as Moray  Steiner School 
for longer than he cares to remember, but at 
least for the past 10 years on a full time basis 
and before that as a part time member of the 
team. 

Mike was born in Preston, North-West 
England. At an early age he went to boarding 
school, where he remained for the rest of his 
school life apart from holidays. Although it is 
not an education he would have chosen for 
himself, he at least enjoyed the opportunity 
for sports each day and trips out to the hills, 
which started a lifelong love of the outdoors.   
 
After leaving school, Mike studied Leisure, 
Recreation and the Environment and further 
developed his motto that for education to be 
truly effective it must be meaningful, practical 
and fun.   

In the following years, Mike became very 
involved in working with youth groups,  
supporting those who came from 
disadvantaged families and sections of 
society.  After periods of working and 
travelling, Mike and his partner, Johanna, 
moved from Liverpool to Moray to  settle 
down and continue to raise their family. 
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 Mike started out at the Moray Steiner  School by helping on trips out before 
becoming the games teacher, and has watched the school evolve and face many 
challenges and  epochs. His passion for Steiner education and how the curriculum 
meets the  developmental stages of the children continues to sustain him in his work.  
Anyone watching him with children can plainly see that for him this is more of a 
vocation than a  job. When thinking about the importance of learning outdoors, Mike 
is  passionate about the importance of celebrating where we are in the Highlands of  
Scotland. Although, he says, taking children outdoors for lessons of course carries 
risks, but these must be balanced with the long-term risks of children growing up 
without knowing how to assess danger, how to behave with leadership and team-
spirit, and how to respect the natural world.   

For Mike, parental involvement in the school is not only key to the success of the  
school itself but also to the maximum benefit the children can gain from being in  
such an environment. For the children to see their parents engaging in a committed 
way in their place of learning, to know that the heart of the school is in the heart of the 
home and vice versa fosters a sense of continuity, respect and  appreciation.   

Mike hopes the school continues to adapt to the changing needs of children growing 
up in these times, so they are able to go out into the world as confident individuals 
ready and willing to make a difference. As Gandhi said ‘we must be the change we 
want to see in the world’.                                                                                                                             
               - Editor 
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Community Pages
This section of the weekly update is for you, by arrangement. All adverts and items in this 

section are the responsibility of the individual placing them. They are entirely independent 
and not the responsibility of Drumduan School. Contact: 

weekly.update.drumduan@gmail.com

Sabine, Angelina & our 2 cats Igalo & Casanova are looking for a 
flat or room - for the beginning a room is also totally ok - appr. 
for 10 months, until our "Tiny House“ will be ready (Wohnwagon 
-“Woody”) in approximately 10 months and is also coming to 
Scotland. 

For our  "Woody“ we are also looking a natural place - any 
suggestions / recommendations would be appreciated. 

Would prefer a place in the Park, but we are also open 
for another natural environment near the school or Findhorn 
village. 

I am a gardener, wild herb teacher, aromatherapist and future-
designer.love - I have helping hands, grew up at a farm - also I 
am open for an exchange.  

Write to: sabine@future-designer.love or WhatsApp 
004369915548866 

Thank you for your support 

There has never been a better time to deepen
your experience of being self-employed. 

Craft your story with the help of an experienced
copywriter, uncover the secret sweet-spot of your
work, learn how to create a solid business model
that actually reflects your values and enjoy the
support of a business coach and like-minded
group while you take positive and practical steps
forward.

10% Discount for Newsletter Readers! Offer ends
25th Dec 2020. Code: #drumduanrocks.  Contact:
mhairi@mhairimclean.co.uk for more details.

5 Steps to
Authentic
Self-
Employment
with Business and Freedom

mailto:sabine@future-designer.love
mailto:weekly.update.drumduan@gmail.com
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Nikki Lewin is now selling 
Weleda products which are 
on display in the hall.   

10% of proceeds go to the 
school.   

There are catalogues 
available and Emma in the 
office has the order form. 

Come and join our interactive and fun filled singing group. 
The teaching is based on the internationally recognised  

Kodaly Curriculum and Method. 
Your children will develop a firm foundation in musical skills whilst gaining  

in confidence and other groups skills. 

£5 per child per session (1 hour including snack) 

Contact: Abi  
E: rooleytowle@btinternet.com 

Tel: 01343 850179 (after 8pm) 

EARLY YEARS 
SINGING GROUP 

For little ones and mums 

     SINGING
   LESSONS
        BASED ON THE 

        INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNISED 

        KODALY TEACHING METHOD.

lndividual personalised lessons that are designed to give you the ability to sing in tune, to develop excellent 
music reading skills, to sing rounds and duets and to enjoy making independent music.  
The Kodaly Method works because it teaches musical excellence whilst emphasising the fun and joy of 
learning.  

Specialising in early and primary years, or anyone who has missed out and wants to develop musically. 

CONTACT: ABI ROOLEY-TOWLE (Qualified Music Teacher and an International Award Winning Singer/
Songwriter). E: rooleytowle@btinternet.com. Tel: 01343 850179 (after 8pm) 

PRICE: £12 for half an hour 

Why not discover the joy of music making using the  
internationally acclaimed Kodaly Method? 

Each lesson is individually tailored to suit the student and designed to give a  
good grounding in musical skills, the ability to sight read, play duets and 

above all develop a deep enjoyment of music. 

£12 for half an hour 
Contact: Abi  

E: rooleytowle@btinternet.com 
Tel: 01343 850179 (after 8pm) 

RECORDER/FLUTE 
LESSONS 

For both Adults and Children

Juanna Grace Ladaga, Interfaith Minister - 
juanna.grace@gmail.com

Please note: Abi’s lessons are currently run online
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